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R EV IE W E D  BY C H R IS T IN A  D . A B R E U

J u lie  M . W eise’s Corazon de Dixie o ffe rs  a m u c h -  
n e e d e d  h is to ry  o f  M ex ican  m ig ra tio n  to  th e  
U S S o u th  in  th e  tw e n tie th  c en tu ry . In  c o n tra s t 
to  ex p e rien ces  in  Texas a n d  th e  S o u th w est, 
M ex icanos in  th e  S o u th  “e n c o u n te re d  a d is ­
t in c t  k in d  o f  b o r d e r la n d ” sh a p e d  by layers o f  
local, n a tio n a l, a n d  t r a n s n a tio n a l  u n d e r s ta n d ­

ings o f  race , class, a n d  c itiz e n sh ip . W eise show s th a t  th e  S o u th  was n o t  m o n o li th ic  in  
its  re sp o n se  to  th ese  new  m ig ra n ts ; ra th e r , w h ite  a n d  A fr ic a n -A m e ric a n  so u th e rn e rs  
re a c te d  to  th e  M ex ican o  p re se n c e  d iffe re n tly  across tim e  a n d  p lace . T h e  M ex icano  
p e rsp ec tiv e , to o , c h an g ed  a c c o rd in g  to  local e x p e rie n c es  as w ell as sh ifts  in  th e  i n ­
flu e n c e  o f  M ex ican  state po w er. She ex am in es  five cases: N ew  O r le a n s  in  th e  i g i O s — 

1 9 3 0 s, th e  M ississ ip p i D elta  d u r in g  th e  sam e p e r io d , th e  A rk an sas  D e lta  d u r in g  th e  
1 9 4 0 s—1 9 6 0 s, a n d , m o re  recen tly , ru ra l  S o u th  G eo rg ia  f ro m  th e  1 9 6 0 s , a n d  th e  
C h a r lo tte  e x u rb s  o f  th e  p ast tw o d ecades. T h e se  cases d e m o n s tra te  th a t M ex ican o s in  
th e  S o u th  faced  “co m p lex  c o m b in a tio n s  o f  accep tan ce  a n d  re je c tio n , o p p re s s io n  a n d  

o p p o r tu n ity .”

W eise draw s o n  tr a d it io n a l  h is to r ic a l so u rces  (n ew sp ap e rs , cen su s re c o rd s ) , b u t  i n ­
c o rp o ra te s  o ra l h is to r ie s  a n d  m ig ra n ts ’ p e rs o n a l p h o to  a lb u m s as w ell to  d o c u m e n t 
h o w  M ex icano  m ig ra n ts  n e g o tia te d  race  a n d  p lace w ith in  th ese  specific  local c o m ­
m u n itie s . She uses th e  la tte r  fo rm s  o f  ev id en ce  (especially  in  th e  c h a p te rs  o n  G eo rg ia  
a n d  C h a r lo tte )  to  b u ild  an  im p ressiv e  a rch ive  th a t recovers M ex ican o s’ ow n c o n s tru c ­
tio n s  o f  th e ir  daily  lives a n d  la b o r  in  th ese  n ew  co n tex ts . In  th e  c h a p te r  o n  G eo rg ia , 
fam ily  p h o to  a lb u m s show  M ex ican o s la b o r in g  in  fie lds a n d  e n jo y in g  tim es  o f  le isu re  
as fam ilie s ; they  also c a p tu re  m o m e n ts  o f  in te ra c tio n  w ith  th e i r  w h ite  bosses a n d
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c h u rc h  le a d e rs , rev ea lin g  th a t p e rs o n a l a n d  po sitiv e  re la tio n sh ip s  d id  develop  be tw een  
th e  tw o. O ra l  h is to ry  in te rv iew s w ith  u n d o c u m e n te d  M exican  w o m e n  in  C h a r lo tte  o f ­
fe r  a w in d o w  in to  m o tiv a tio n s  fo r  m ig ra tio n , firs t to  th e  U n ite d  S tates a n d  th e n  f ro m  
th e  city to  th e  e x u rb s . O n c e  in  th e  ex u rb s  in  th e  m id  2 0 0 0 s, th e ir  w h ite  n e ig h b o rs  
saw th e m  as c o m p e ti t io n  fo r  p u b lic  re so u rc e s  a n d  b eg an  to  focus a su s ta in e d  a ttack  o n  
“illeg a l” im m ig ra n ts .

R ead ers  o f  th is  jo u r n a l  w ill f in d  th e  c h a p te r  o n  M ex icanos in  G eo rg ia  o f  p a r tic u la r  
in te re s t  a n d  s ig n ifican ce . W eise a rgues th a t m ig ra n ts  in  ru ra l  so u th  G eo rg ia  so u g h t 
u p w a rd  socia l a n d  e c o n o m ic  m o b ility  n o t  th ro u g h  u n io n iz a tio n  o r  by m ak in g  claim s 
to  th e  M ex ican  g o v e rn m e n t —as th ey  h a d  d o n e  in  F lo r id a  a n d  d u r in g  th e  years o f  th e  
B ra c e ro  P ro g ra m —b u t  th ro u g h  re la tio n sh ip s  fo rg e d  w ith  fa rm  em p lo y ers  a n d  w hite  
c h u rc h  le a d e rs . “A  frag ile  peace a ro u n d  im m ig ra tio n  issues se ttled  over s o u th e rn  
G e o rg ia  th ro u g h  th e  e n d  o f  th e  I990s>  she a rg u es. R are w ere in s tan ces  o f  v io len ce  o r  
o p e n  h o s ti l i ty  to  M ex icanos in  fa rm in g  c o m m u n itie s  like T if to n  a n d  V idalia . I n f lu e n ­
tia l g ro w ers  a n d  c h u rc h  p e o p le  in  th ese  tow ns w ere a n im a te d  by a w orldv iew  tow ards 
M ex ican o  la b o re rs  th a t em p h asized  ch a rity  a n d  u p lif t  across rac ia l a n d  n a tio n a l 
b o u n d a r ie s .  T h is  p r o - im m ig ra n t  co n se rv a tism  s to o d  in  c o n tra s t  to  a n t i - im m ig ra n t  
s e n tim e n ts  th a t em e rg e d  f ro m  th e  su b u rb s  a n d  coalesced  in to  leg is la tio n  m ak in g  
h e a d lin e s  in  A tla n ta  a n d  o n  th e  n a tio n a l  stage. W eise f in d s  th a t M ex icano  m ig ran ts  
ack n o w led g ed  th e  cha llenges o f  fa rm  la b o r  a n d  so m e o f  th e  ex p lo ita tiv e  c o n d itio n s  
th ey  faced  in  th e  fie ld s, b u t  th e ir  le tte rs , fam ily  p h o to  a lb u m s, a n d  o ra l h is to r ie s  
in d ic a te  th a t  they  re c ip ro c a te d  th e se  re la tio n sh ip s , u s in g  th e m  to  b u ild  a c o m m u n a l 
life  fo r  th em selv es  away f ro m  th e  fa rm . T h is  “new  p h ase  o f  p a te rn a lis m ” also a llow ed  
w h ites  to  m in im iz e  c o n ta c t w ith  blacks a n d  d ire c t a t te n tio n  away f ro m  th e  re g io n ’s 
h is to ry  o f  seg reg a tio n . A n ti- im m ig ra n t  leg is la tio n , m o st n o tab ly  H B 8 7 , d is ru p te d  
th is  “frag ile  p e a c e ” as advocacy g ro u p s , y o u n g  M ex icanos, a n d  o th e r  L a tin o s  o rg a ­
n iz e d  p ro te s ts , w h ile  m any  o th e rs  le ft to  f in d  w o rk  elsew here .

T h e  r e m a in in g  cases reveal th a t th e  ex p e rie n c es  o f  M ex icanos in  th e  U S S o u th  w ere 
d is t in c t  f ro m  th e ir  ex p e rie n c es  e lsew here . In  N ew  O rle a n s , fo r  ex am p le , M ex ica­
n o s  in  th e  191OS-3OS u se d  a E u ro p e a n iz e d  v e rs io n  o f  M exican  c u ltu re  to  in s in u a te  
them selves in to  th e  w h ite  rac ia l category . M ex icanos in  th e  M ississ ip p i D e lta  in  th e  
I 9 IO s-3° s  ach iev ed  accep tan ce  as w h ite  by ca llin g  o n  th e  M exican  g o v e rn m e n t, w h ich  
“re lie d  o n  th e  p e rsu a s io n  o f  s ta ten ess—th e  re sp ec t M exico co u ld  c o m m a n d  f ro m  lo ­
cal a u th o r i t ie s , i f  n o t  n ecessa rily  fe d e ra l o n es , by v ir tu e  o f  b e in g  its ow n sovere ign  
n a t io n - s ta te .” In  th e  A rk an sas  D e lta  b e tw een  1939 a n d  1 9 6 4 , w h ite  e lites a ffo rd e d
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M exicanos n o m in a l  access to  w h ite  p u b lic  spaces, th e re b y  d iffu s in g  th e  c o m p la in ts  o f  
th e  M ex ican  c o n su la te  w hile  e n s u r in g  th a t la b o re rs  re c ru ite d  to  th e  a rea  w o u ld  receive 
low  wages.

Corazon de Dine jo in s  a b o rd e r la n d s  h is to r io g ra p h y  th a t has ex p a n d e d  b e y o n d  th e  U S 
S o u th w est to  in c lu d e  th e  M idw est a n d  N o rth w e s t as w ell. T h e  b o ld  te r r a in  c h a r te d  
h e re  p o in ts  to  th e  n e e d  fo r  a d d itio n a l s tu d ie s  o n  A fr ic a n -A m e ric a n  a n d  M ex icano  
in te ra c tio n s  a n d  th e  p ro m ise s  a n d  challen g es o f  c ro ss -ra c ia l c o lla b o ra tio n . S cho la rs 
o f  m ig ra tio n  h is to ry , L a tin o /a  h is to ry , a n d  s o u th e rn  h is to ry  have a g rea t dea l to  le a rn  
f ro m  W eise b o th  in  te rm s  o f  th e  s to rie s  she reco v ers  a n d  th e  in n o v a tiv e  m e th o d o lo g y  

she u ses. Corazon de Dixie is a m u s t read .

C H R IS T IN A  D .A B R E U  
G eo rg ia  S o u th e rn  U n iv e rs ity



Copyright of Georgia Historical Quarterly is the property of Georgia Historical Society and
its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the
copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email
articles for individual use.


